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MAGAZINE NAMES UM ONE OF NATION’S TOP PADDLING UNIVERSITIES 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana isn’t all books, learning and research. In fact it was named 
one of the top-10 universities in the nation for canoeing, kayaking and rafting in the 
September/October 1998 issue of Paddler Magazine.
UM’s river-recreation opportunities were highlighted in a section titled “The Nation’s 
Best Paddling Colleges.” The UM article, accompanied by a photo of a kayaker flying off 
Kootenai Falls, described the University, UM ’s Campus Recreation Outdoor Program and 
some interesting Missoula watering holes and restaurants.
“They looked at where the university was located when making their selections,” 
Outdoor Program Manager Dudley Improta said. “We have a lot of good runs close to campus 
on the Blackfoot River and the Alberton Gorge on the Clark Fork. We also are close to Idaho 
rivers like the Lochsa and the Salmon.”
Improta and his staff maintain a fleet of canoes, rafts and various inflatables. Campus 
Recreation offers paddling classes, trips and rentals, and Improta said they stay busy with river 
trips from mid-April to mid-September.
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